Table 8. Nonmarital childbearing according to detailed race of mother, Hispanic origin of mother, and maternal
age and birth rates for unmarried women by race of mother and Hispanic origin of mother:United States,
selected years 1970-97

[Data are based on the National Vital Statistics System]

Race of mother,
Hispanic origin of mother,
and maternal age 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Percent of live births to unmarried mothers

Allraces .. ....... ... 10.7 143 184 220 28.0 29.5 30.1 31.0 326 32.2 324 324
White. . . ... 5.5 71 112 147 20.4 21.8 22.6 23.6 254 253 25.7 25.8
Black. . ...... ... ... 375 495 561 61.2 66.5 67.9 68.1 68.7 704  69.9 69.8 69.2
American Indian or Alaska Native. . ........ 224 327 392 468 53.6 55.3 55.3 55.8 57.0 57.2 58.0 58.7
Asian or Pacific Islander . ... ............ --- --- 7.3 9.5 13.2 13.9 14.7 15.7 16.2 16.3 16.7 15.6
Chinese . .......... .. . 3.0 1.6 2.7 3.0 5.0 5.5 6.1 6.7 7.2 7.9 9.2 6.5
Japanese . . ... 4.6 4.6 5.2 7.9 9.6 9.8 9.8 10.0 11.2 10.8 11.4 10.1
Filipino . . ... ... 9.1 6.9 8.6 114 15.9 16.8 16.8 17.7 18.5 195 19.4 195
Hawaiian and part Hawaiian. . . . . ....... --- --- 329 373 45.0 45.0 45.7 47.8 48.6 49.0 49.9 49.1
Other Asian or Pacific Islander . . ... ... .. --- --- 5.4 8.5 12.6 135 14.9 16.1 16.4 16.2 16.5 15.6
Hispanic origin (selected States)*?......... --- --- 236 295 36.7 38.5 39.1 40.0 43.1 40.8 40.7 40.9
Mexican . . ... ... --- --- 203 257 333 35.3 36.3 37.0 408 38.1 37.9 38.9
PuertoRican. .. .................... --- --- 463 511 55.9 57.5 57.5 59.4  60.2 60.0 60.7 59.4
Cuban ....... ... . --- --- 100 161 18.2 195 20.2 21.0 22.9 23.8 247 24.4
Central and South American. .. ......... --- --- 271 349 41.2 43.1 43.9 45.2 45.9 44.1 44.1 41.8
Other and unknown Hispanic . . ......... --- --- 224 311 37.2 37.9 37.6 38.7 43.5 44.0 43.5 43.6
White, non-Hispanic (selected States)* . . .. .. --- --- 9.6 124 16.9 18.0 18.5 19.5 20.8 21.2 21.5 21.5
Black, non-Hispanic (selected States)® . . . . .. --- --- 573 621 66.7 68.2 68.3 68.9 70.7 70.0 70.0 69.4
Number of live births, in thousands
Live births to unmarried mothers . ... ... ... 399 448 666 828 1,165 1,214 1,225 1,240 1,290 1,254 1,260 1,257
Maternal age Percent distribution of live births to unmarried mothers
Under20years. . ..........ouuvvunnn.. 50.1 521 408 33.8 30.9 30.4 29.8 29.7 30.5 30.9 30.4 30.7
20-24 years. . ... 31.8 299 356 363 347 354 356 354 3438 345 34.2 34.9
25yearsandover. . .......... . ... 18.1 18.0 235 299 34.4 34.3 34.6 34.9 34.6 34.7 35.3 34.4
Live births per 1,000 unmarried women 15-44 years of age®
Allracesandorigins . . . ................ 264 245 294 328 43.8 45.2 45.2 45.3 46.9 45.1 44.8 44.0
White? . ... 139 124 181 225 32.9 34.6 35.2 35.9 38.3 375 37.6 37.0
Black® . . ... 955 842 811 77.0 90.5 89.5 86.5 84.0 82.1 75.9 74.4 73.4
Hispanic origin (selected States)*?......... Seeeeeeee s 896 937 953 952 1012 950 932 914
White, non-Hispanic . . ................. --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 28.5 28.2 28.3 27.0

- - - Data not available.

1Trend data for Hispanics and non-Hispanics are affected by expansion of the reporting area for an Hispanic-origin item on the birth certificate and by immigration.
These two factors affect numbers of events, composition of the Hispanic population, and maternal and infant health characteristics. The number of States in the
reporting area increased from 22 in 1980, to 23 and the District of Columbia (DC) in 1983-87, 30 and DC in 1988, 47 and DC in 1989, 48 and DC in 1990, 49 and DC
in 1991-92, and 50 and DC in 1993 and later years (see Appendix |, National Vital Statistics System).

ZIncludes mothers of all races.

SRates computed by relating births to unmarried mothers, regardless of age of mother, to unmarried women 15-44 years of age.

“For 1970 and 1975, birth rates are by race of child.

NOTES: National estimates for 1970 and 1975 for unmarried mothers based on births occurring in States reporting marital status of mother (see Appendix |, National
Vital Statistics System). The race groups, white, black, American Indian or Alaska Native, and Asian or Pacific Islander, include persons of Hispanic and non-Hispanic
origin. Conversely, persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race. In 1995 procedures implemented in California to more accurately identify the marital status of
Hispanic mothers account for some of the decline in measures of nonmarital childbearing for women of all races, white women, and Hispanic women between 1994
and 1995. Data for additional years are available (see Appendix Il1).

SOURCES: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. Data computed by the Division of Health and Utilization Analysis from
data compiled by the Division of Vital Statistics; Ventura SJ, Martin JA, Curtin SC, Mathews TJ. Births: Final data for 1997. National vital statistics reports; vol 48,

no 18. Hyattsville, Maryland: 1999; Ventura SJ. Births to unmarried mothers: United States, 1980-92. Vital Health Stat 21(53). 1995; Report of final natality statistics, for
each data year 1993-96. Monthly vital statistics report. Hyattsville, Maryland.

Click here to view source document at
http://www.cdc.gov/nchswww/data/hus99.pdf
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